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(mornings)



English

•3 to 4 weeks of work per book

SPAG (Spelling, punctuation and grammar)

Handwriting

•Aiming for all/most children to use cursive 
writing



Please don’t read ahead! 

A lot of the work the children complete uses the idea of 
prediction  and suspense. 



Different sentence types

• Statements

• Questions

• Commands

• Exclamations- must begin with ‘How’ or ‘What’ and 
include a verb e.g. it is not enough the say ‘what a 
lovely day!’, however, ‘what a lovely day it was!’ 
includes a verb





Phonics 

20 minutes per day

Correct pronunciation of phonemes.



Reading

• Independent book changing

• Reading diaries signed by parent (at least weekly) to show 
child has read.

• Phonically decodable books 

• Accelerated Reader



Year 2

Year 2 children will begin the academic year with a fully decodable 
reading book which will be linked to their phonic level. They will 
change their book every Tuesday. When they children are ready, they 
will then move to Accelerated Reader.

Children are free to choose their own books, therefore they may 
choose the same book more than once – this is ok, repetition builds 
fluency. 



Why only 1 book a week? 
The more a child reads, the larger their vocabulary becomes. When a child reads or hears 
the same book multiple times, they become familiar and comfortable with a greater 
number of words.
Hearing favourite stories read aloud helps children become aware of the pattern and 
rhythm of text. Language is more than just words — it’s how words sound and connect to 
each other. Parents can model the rhythms of reading for children who are just learning 
how language works.
Fluency is the ability to read text “accurately, quickly, and with expression.” Repetitive 
reading allows a child to read without stumbling or stopping, and reading time becomes 
more pleasant for everyone. Once a child masters one book, it makes moving on to 
another more appealing.
Reading comprehension is the ability to understand all the components of a story — from 
plot to character development to symbolism. Comprehension is “the essence” of reading. 
Each time your child reads or hears a book read to them, they learn more about the story 
itself. Each pass through the text or illustrations allows them to dive deeper into the story’s 
meaning, preparing them for more complex narratives later on.
With fluency and comprehension comes greater reading confidence. Children who can 
follow a story and don’t stumble over words are more self-assured about their abilities and 
more likely to enjoy reading.



What is Accelerated Reader?

Accelerated Reader (AR) is a reading 

management and monitoring programme 

that aims to foster independent reading. 

The internet-based software assesses 

reading age, and gives pupils a reading 
level (ZPD number). 

Why use Accelerated Reader?

A study found that Year 7 pupils who were offered 

Accelerated Reader made 3 months’ additional progress in 

reading compared to other similar pupils. For pupils eligible 

for free school meals the figure was 5 months’ additional 

progress.

In primary school, research has shown that pupils using 
Accelerated Reader make significantly more progress.



How does AR work?

1. Pupils will be assessed on their reading understanding and fluency. This will give 
them a ZPD number.

2. Pupils will pick a book to take home based on their ZPD number. Please continue to 
read with your child as normal and fill in their reading log.

3. When they finish the book, pupils will take a short quiz on an IPad and the aim is for 
them to reach a target of at least 85%.

4. We will monitor your child’s quiz performance and adjust their ZPD number if 

necessary.

5. Children will be assessed using the AR STAR assessment up to 5 times throughout 
the year, which will help to inform their ZPD number.

Please note – AR books are categorised completely differently from our previous book 
band scheme. AR takes into account understanding as well as fluency, therefore please 
do not be alarmed if your child brings home a book with a lower band than they were on 
previously!



Maths – White Rose SoL



Maths

Mental maths

• Timed weekly tests (Friday)

• Number bonds/times tables



MyMaths is a whole-school interactive resource for 
use both in the classroom and at home. It is used 
to increase mathematical fluency and consolidate 
learning. Predominantly, we will be using 
MyMaths as an online homework platform.

What is MyMaths?

Why use MyMaths?
MyMaths offers interactive lessons and homework tasks, all of which 
are matched to the National Curriculum. Children's answers are 
marked at the click of a button, providing immediate feedback. If 
children choose to, they can try homework tasks again. In fact, the 
resource provides limitless practice. In addition, MyMaths has a wide 
variety of games designed to motivate pupils to consolidate their 
maths skills whilst enhancing their enjoyment of the subject.



Number bonds and times tables weekly 
challenge

Number fluency is fundamental to being a successful mathematician which is why the children take 
part in weekly maths challenges. 

Last year, the organisation of these challenges was updated to best support children across the school. 
Due to the success of this, the challenges will continue in this format. Progression has been carefully 
mapped across the school in line with the national curriculum to give the children a secure recall of key 
number facts relevant for their year group. 

▪ Year 1 - represent and use number bonds and related subtraction facts within 20 and counting in 
twos, fives and tens from different multiples 

▪ Year 2 - recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5 and 10 multiplication tables

▪ Year 3 - recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 3, 4 and 8 multiplication tables

▪ Year 4 - recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables up to 12 × 12

▪ Year 5/6 - multiply and divide whole numbers and those involving decimals by 10, 100 and 1000 

(delete for other year groups if you wish)

The weekly maths challenge will happen on a  Thursday.



Number bonds and times tables weekly challenge



RE

• Theme this term: Chosen People

• The Way, the Truth, the Light

• Lord’s Prayer

• Hail Mary

• Mass – see newsletters for updates

• Liturgy – later in the year



Topic

• Our Local Area
• Remembrance

• Great Fire of London

• Titanic
• Seaside



PE

• Tuesday and Wednesday – wear PE kit

• Name

• We go outside in ALL weathers – please ensure your child has 
a plain black or navy tracksuit – preferably without a hood



SAT’s – no longer statutory! 

The reception baseline assessment (RBA) will 

replace the end of KS1 assessments. 

However, children will be less formally tested in 

Reading, Writing and Maths as part of the end of 

Key Stage assessments within the school. This will 

enable us to track progress across the school.



Homework
Homework will be sent home weekly via Dojo. 

10 minutes daily reading

10 minutes number bonds/times tables practise

Spellings

Activity (could be linked to work children are doing in 
school and my be set on MyMaths or Purple Mash)





All children must be in correct school uniform
• Shoes must be black or brown, no slip on 

shoes and no open toed sandals.
• No jewellery is to be worn in school.
• Bags must be appropriate school bags or 

backpacks, no handbags or suitcase style 
bags.

• Hair longer than collar length must be tied 
up, extremes of fashion such as shaved 
patterns / lines or partings, colours, very 
short hair on one side with longer on the 
other etc. are not allowed. 

Please check with class teacher if unsure.
St Thomas More Catholic Primary School - School Uniform (st-

thomasmore.medway.sch.uk)

Uniform

https://www.st-thomasmore.medway.sch.uk/parent-information/school-uniform


School uniform examples 

Winter uniform Summer uniform 



Please continue to check the 
school website regularly for 
updates and news.

Dojo not monitored now -
contact us through your child’s 
diary or the office.



Thank you for your continued 
support!


